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PS AL. Xxix. 2. 


The LORD will bleſs his people with 


peace. 


WEE HAT man's heart muſt be in a 
Kr great meaſure deſtitute of every 
N ſocial and benevolent affection, 
who does not feel ſentiments of 

joy and congratulation ariſing in his breaſt 
upon this occaſion: an occaſion, which, if 
we reflect at all, cannot but bring to our 1 
remembrance, on the one hand, the uneaſy 4 
and anxious apprehenſions we laboured un- 
der for our country and conſtitution, and 
for every thing valuable and dear to us as 
Britons, and as Proteſtants, when attacked, 
by a powerful rival, in an unprovided ſitu- 
ation; and, on the other, the many and | 
wonderful ſucceſſes with which we have 1 
been favoured, during the late war, which | 
A have 
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have reduced thoſe who roſe up againſt us 
to ſubmit to, and even ſue for, terms of ac- 
commodation and peace; which are ſuch 
as give us ground to hope our national 
tranquillity ſhall continue undiſturbed thro? 
ſucceeding ages. To remain unaffected 
by ſuch confiderations as theſe, argues the 
moſt reproachful inattention and ſtupidity ; 
and to refuſe thankfully to acknowledge 
ſuch ſignal bleſſings, whilſt we are ſenfible 
of them, the higheſt ingratitude and im- 
piety. The Royar proclamation, in 
virtue of which we, and our countrymen, 
are now. aſſembled, devoutly adores the 
Divine goodneſs, in putting an end to the 
late bloody and expenſive war ; and pious- 
ly owns that the great and public bleſ- 
ſings, thence reſulting, do call for public 
and ſolemn acknowledgments to Ar- 
MIGHTY Gop. And what can be more 
reaſonable than that, having called upon 
God in the day of trouble, and he having 
delivered us, we ſhould offer unto him 
thankſgiving; pay our vows unto the MosT 
HIGH; and plorify him from whom vic- 
tory and ſalvation come? None, who ad- 
mit the doctrine of a Divine providence, 

can 
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can call the reaſonableneſs, 6r propriety, of 
this in queſtion ; and therefore tis utterly 
unneceſſary for me in this place, to under- 
take to ee it in form. 18g 


I can by no means think, that occa- 


fions of this nature are proper for political 
diſputes and wranglings. Tis full as ab- 
] ſurd to give thanks, as it is to faſt, for ſtrife 
and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of 
W wickedneſs: Whoever lays hold upon 
this opportunity to give vent to a malig- 
W nant, turbulent, factions ſpirit, deſerves ill 
of his king and country; and vilely proſ- 
© titutes his ſacred office to the baſeſt purpo- 
ſes. My endeavour: ſhall be to improve 
WJ your grateful ſenſe of the bleſſings we en- 
Joy; and to exhort you properly to expreſs 
that ſenſe both towards God and men: 


with which view I have pitched upon 


| thoſe words of the P/alm! iſt, —The LoRD 
= will bleſs bis people with peace. 


% 


PROBABLY this oh ſuch like expreſ- 
ſions, in their primary intent and mean- 
ing, carried in them ſomething peculiar 


and appropriated; and that by his people, 
| the 
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the two following obſervations : 


favourable diſpoſals of God's over-ruling ; 
providence, 


the Pſalmiſt means the Jeuiſb nation, in 
contradiſtinction to all others. Such an 
appellation we are not authorized to arro- 
gate to ourſelves, to the excluſion of o- 
ther ſtates or kingdoms ; tho' the conſi- 
deration of Britain's having been the pro- 
tectreſs of liberty, an aſylum to the dif. 
treſſed and perſecuted, the patroneſs of pure 
religion, and an inviolable obſerver of pub-ſ 
lic faith, may juſtly inſpire us with ſpecial 
confidence that Gop will continue to 
protect and bleſs us, if we continue to 
maintain and act upon the ſame Honour- x 
able principles, 


From my ſubject, there naturally ariſe 


I. , THAT peace is a bleſſing: 


II.. . Tn the reſtoration and eſta- 
bliſhment of it ought to be attributed to the 


I.. . . My firſt obſervation, viz. that ; 
grace is is a bleſſing, will be univerſally and 


rea- 5 


ie 
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readily admitted: but it may, nevertheleſs, 


be of uſe to illuſttate this in a few parti» 
culars. And, 


1.) PEACE is a bGleſſing, as men are 
thereby at liberty to purſue, without mo- 
leſtation or fear, thoſe various occupations 
which are ſeverally neceſſary for the com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence and ornament of ſo- 
ciety. When men are commanded and 
compelled to beat their plow- ſhares into 
ſwords, and their pruning-hooks into 
ſpears; when thoſe who ſhould cultivate 
the ground are employed in laying waſte 
it's productions ; when architects, inſtead 
of rearing elegant edifices, or convenient 
habitations, are buſied in erecting batteries 
from whence they may demoliſh villages, 
towns, and cities; when they who were 
wont to carry on commerce, and amicably 
exchange the produce of one climate for 
that of another, are occupied in making, 
or in guarding againſt, hoſtile invaſions ; 
a country mult put on a dreary and deſo- 
late appearance, In what a diſmal fitua- 
tion are thoſe places, where the depreda- 
tions and ravages of war have actually ob- 
tained ; 
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exinied ; being. almoſt without inhabitants 
or houſes, the fields and gardens converted 
into camps, and the paſtures: deſtitute of 
flocks and herds? And even countries 
which have been ſo happy as to eſcape 
theſe, have been uncomfortably affected, 
by being deprived of laborious and uſeful 
hands, by having their attention diverted 
to foreign affairs, or by being kept in ſuſ- 
Pence as to the machinations and defigns 
of their enemies. During ſuch a ſtate of 
things, a community is in ſome degree of 


confuſion; and, from a kind of uncertainty 


who may reap the fruits of it, a ſpirit of 


induſtry fubfides. But, when peace is re- 


Kored, things put on a quite different face: 
the huſbandman betakes himfelf to agricul- 
ture; the mechanic to his uſeful - art; 
and the mariner to fair and friendly traf- 
fic. Men apply themſelves with a peculiar 
activity and ardor to repairing the da- 
mages they may have ſuſtained, and put- 
ting things in (at leaſt) as good a poſ- 
ture as they were before. The proſpect 
of ſecurity gives new life and vigor : and, 

with an honourable emulation, every one 
ſtrives to outdo his neighbour in rectifying 


what 
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what may have been thrown into diſorder, 
and effacing all the appearances of hoſtile 


injuries. 


Ap tis very eaſy to ſee, that a time 
of war muſt have a very unfavourable in- 
E fluence upon the finer arts. Whatever 
occaſion martial feats may give to the ex- 
erciſing of theſe afterwards, moſt certain 
it is that they delight in tranquillity ; and 


of tumult and perturbation. Farther ; 


2.) PEACE is a bleſſing, as a free commu- 
nication 1s thereby opened between neigh- 
bouring nations to mutual advantage. As 
one man is endowed with theſe talents, a- 
nother with thoſe, diſpoſing and qualify- 
ing them for different ſtations and employ- 
ments; ſo different climates have their re- 
ſpective and peculiar productions, which 
(if not abſolutely neceſſary) are highly a- 
greeable, and contribute greatly to the 
pleaſure and elegance of human life. An 
amicable interchange of theſe is very deſi- 
rable: but this a ſtate of hoſtility inter- 
dicts; by which commerce is diſcouraged, 


* and 


can never be ſucceſsfully purſued in a ſtate 
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and mankind mutually abridged of that 
enjoyment and happineſs they might other- 
wiſe experience. Nor is this all: by be- 
ing deprived of intercourſe with their 
neighbours, people are apt to contract 
narrow notions, and ſentiments inconſiſtent 
with that general benevolence which is the 
highet honor, perfection, and felicity of 
human nature. As a recluſe has little re- 
liſh for ſociety, and is ſeldom entertaining in 
company; ſo are thoſe people's minds apt 
to be under the.influence of an illiberal caſt, 
who have no acquaintance with men or 
manners of any nation but their own. We 
are very prone to be unduly fond of uſages 
to which we have been long accuſtomed, 


and of principles which have been early in- 
culcated. Nothing can more effectually WW «: 
remove theſe prejudices than converſing A 
freely with thoſe, whoſe cuſtoms and way WWE d 
of thinking may be ſomewhat different. p 
Travelling has ever been allowed one of Q 
the beſt methods of improving men's un- q 
derſtandings, poliſhing their manners, and t 
dilating their hearts. I wouldnot be un- 4 


derſtood, by this, as recommending it to 
our Britiſh youth to form their religious or 


py” 


faction. 
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political ſentiments according to a French 
model: their conſtitution is, in both re- 
ſpects, perfectly heterogeneous to ours; 
being, in the former, a ſhameful corruption 
of Chriſtianity, and a moſt iniquitous uſur- 
pation on the rights of conſcience ; and, 
in the latter, an unlimited monarchy, per- 
mitting the moſt arbitrary and tyrannical 
proceedings: from both of which every 
judicious, honeſt Briton will ardently be- 
ſeechALMIGHTY Go, of his great good- 
neſs, to deliver us. What is intended by 
the -above hints amounts only to this ;— 
* as, by an exchange of their reſpective com- 
modities, different nations may reciprocally 
© oblige and benefit one another; ſo may 
* they, likewiſe, mutually contribute to the 
enlargement of one another's knowledge, 
and the refinement of one another's morals.” 
Add to this, that men are very apt to in- 
dulge an unfavourable opinion of thoſe 
people with whom they are engaged in ho- 
ſtilities. This is, uſually, the caſe in petty 
quarrels or conteſts; both ſides imagining 
themſelves aggrieved, and claiming ſatiſ- 
Tis ſomewhat difficult to maĩin- 

B tain 
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tain undifſembled and fervent charity to- 
wards thoſe with whom we are obliged to 
contend ; eſpecially when all the arts of 
policy are employed mutually. to irritate 
and inflame. But, when peace is reſto- 
red, national animoſities ſubſide ; humani- 
ty regains its influence; and the conſider- 
ation of our common nature makes us diſ- 
regard all accidental diſtinctions: friend- 
ſhip ſucceeds to enmity, and a good correſ- 
pondence to hoſtile vigilance and jealouſy. 


- 3-) PrAcx is a bleſſing, becauſe a period 
is thereby put to the effuſion of human 
blood. Dreadfully deſtructive are nation- 
al quarrels and contentions! and melan- 
choly it is to think how many have fallen 
a ſacrifice during the late war. How 
many have been rendered widows and 
fatherleſs in the proſecution of it! What 
family, almoſt, has not ſuffered in this re- 
ſpect] and, in the midſt of public rejoi- 
tings, been obliged to mourn in private! 
When we conſider how much blood has 
been ſhed, and how many lives loſt, it be- 
comes us to * with * The 


3 | joy. 


The Bleſſings of Peace: 13 


Joy, on account of ſome of our moſt fignal 
victories, was damped by the death of thoſe; 
by whoſe courage and conduct they were 
obtained. The truth is, the moſt proſper- 
ous ifſues of war are attended with very 
mortifying conſiderations to a humane, be- 
nevolent mind; becauſe uſually accompa- 
nied with havock and bloodſhed : and 
peace upon reaſonable terms, is always 
grateful, as putting a ſtop to theſe. And it 
may juſtly excite and enliven our joy, to 
reflect, that our brave country-men, out 
relatives, friends or acquaintance, who do 
ſurvive, are no longer expoſed to the fa« 
tigues and hazards of war; that they may 
now, together with us, enjoy the pleaſures 
of public tranquillity ; and that the inſtru- 
ments of death ſhall.be converted into, of 
exchanged for, the harmleſs and beneficial 
dnes of agriculture, trade, or ſcience. Onee 

more; 8 30 


I.) Pzact is a bleſſing, as it allows peo» 
ple leiſure to examine into, and rectify, 
any thing which may be irregular or un- 
eligible in their own conſtitution. During 
LY « 
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a timerof war, the. attention of the admi- 
niſtration is naturally and commendably 
engaged in conſulting for the public fafery; ; 
and it would be acting a very unworthy 
part to endeavour to divert or interrupt it, 
by objecting things leſs important and ur- 
gent... The beſieged ought to attend to the 
_ ſtrength of their walls and the goodneſs of 
their fortifications, and not to the commo- 
diouſneſs or elegance of the interior build- 
ings. But, being freed from all danger 
from abroad, it may be examined what 
poſture things are in at home; and whe- 
ther ſome things might not be altered for 
the better. And why may we not hope 
for ſomething of this kind from our go- 
vernours, peace being thoroughly eſtabliſh+ 
ed? Why may we not. flatter ourſelves 
with the proſpect, that it ſhall be among 
the glories of this reign to carry the Re- 
formation to greater perfection; to remove 
all manner of occaſion of uneaſineſs to ho- 
neſt minds; to take away all temptation to 
proſtitute a ſacred inſtitution; and to reſ- 
cue our common Chriſtianity from every in- 
cumbrance, which may obſtruct it's progeſs, 
and 


& 
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and influence, orobſcure it's native ſimplici- 


ty? Why may we not flatter ourſelves that our 
governours and legiſlators, being now happi- 
ly diſengaged from the cares and ſolicitude 
neceſſatily attending on war, will, in their 
great wiſdom, fall upon ſome expedients to 
remedy the tedious delays of legal proceſſes; 
and prevent the law from becoming intole- 
ably burthenſome and expenſive? Why may 
we not preſume ſome methods will bedeviſed 
to reduce the national debt, which has been 
unavoidably increaſed by the late troubles; 
and free his Majeſty's ſubjects from ſome 
of thoſe taxes which the exigences of the 
times rendered neceſſary? Why may we 
not expect that all extravagances will be 
retrenched; and uſeful arts and ſciences be 
encouraged, inſtead of ſuffering a few indi- 
viduals to ſwim in affluence, or keeping up 
uſeleſs and expenſive finecures ? 


; 


Tuvs have I endeavoured to point out 
ſome of the ſignal advantages and bleſſings 
of peace: It leaves men at liberty to pur- 
ſue, without moleſtation or fear, thoſe. va» 
rious occupations which are ſeverally neceſs 

ok Wai coat 5 fary. 
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ſary for the comfortable . ſubſiſtence and 
ornament of ſociety it opens a free com- 
munication between neighbouring nations 
for their mutual benefit; —it prevents the 
farther effuſion of blood; — and leaves a 
people at leiſure to reform any thing which 
may be amiſs amongſt themſelyes : and 


I now proceed to oy mou gains weak L 
vis. 


II. . Tu Ax the reſtoration and e- 
ſtabliſhment of peace ought to be attribu- 
ted to the favourable diſpoſals of Gop's 
over-ruling providence. It was an obſer- 
vation of one eminent for wiſdom, that = 
The king's beart is in the hand of the Lox o, 
as the rivers of water : he turneth it bi. 
therfoever he will. Prov. xxi. 1. Tis but too 
uſual for people to aſcribe their ſucceſſes to 
their own ſtrength and prudence; to the wit- 
dom of their counſels, and the vigilance, acti- 
vity, and reſolution of thofe who are to put 
them in execution: but we are inſtructed to 
ſay, let our preparations be what they will, 
that ſafety is of the Lox p. To limit out 
views to (what are commonly called) ſecond 

| | cauſes, 
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cotſer,- or (to ſpeak more properly) to inſfirue 
ments in the hand of providence, is robbing 
Gop of that glory which is due to him as 
the ſovereign of the univerſe, and having an 
unalienable dominjon and authority over 
all the creatures he has made: which is a 
ſpecies of ingratitude and impiety ſeverely 
cenſured and condemned in ſacred ſcrip- 
ture. The ſeries of events, during the late 
war, abundantly prove the doctrine here 
aſſerted. The amazing manner in which 
the Britiſb ſpirit was rouzed, after ſome 
ignoble and diſcouraging repulſes ; the vi- 
gor with which it exerted itſelf under the 
conduct of a prudent, firm, and truly 
public-ſpirited adminiſtration; thoſe rapid 
and uninterrupted ſucceſſes with which the 
Britiſh arms were attended ; the continual 
ſupport of the brave King of Pruſſia, 
though, according to human appearance, 
in danger of being ſwallowed up by his e- 
nemies ; the humbling Syain, (after its 
having infidiouſly taken part with Francs) 
by taking one of its principal harbours in 
the Weſt-Indies, tho' deemed almoſt inac- 
ceſſible; theſe, (I fay) with many other 
e- 
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events, the particulars of which it will be 
the buſineſs and glory of Britiſb hiſtory to 
relate and tranſmit to poſterity, are enough 
to make one ſtand aſtoniſhed: and, in 
truth, are not to be accounted for without 
having recourſe to providence, and taking 
in its favourable concurrence. I do not ſay, 
that we are authorized to aſſert any mira- 
eulous interpoſitions: but they who do not 
diſcern the ſpecial influences of Heaven 
in theſe important revolutions, muſt be 
chargeable with very great inattention, if 
not with ſomething worſe. Nor does this 
doctrine at all detract from the merit, or 
eclipſe the honor, of thoſe illuſtrious men 
who plann'd or executed theſe ſchemes : it 
does not deny that unanimity in counſel 
and harmony in conduct, that prudence 
and reſolution in action, that firmneſs in 
danger, and precautions againſt future ſtra- 
tagems, are the moſt likely means of re- 
pulſing an enemy, and reducing them to 
reaſon : it does not refuſe thoſe, who have 
maintained and exerted theſe, the honour- 
able-appellation of Patriots or Heroes; nor 
at all diſſuade * recompencing them 

| whilſt 
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whilſt living, or endeavouring to perpetu- 
ate their memory by the moſt laſting marks 
of approbation and efteem : all it requires 
is, that they conſider themſelves, and be 
regarded by others, as agents under Gop ; 
to whoſe controul all things are ſubject, 
and at whoſe diſpoſal all things are, whe- 
ther in Heaven or in Earth: which is not 
more agreeable to the principles of religion, 


. than to the dictates of reaſon and ſound phi- 
@ loſophy. Whatever is brought about by 
if ſecondary or inſirumental cauſes, is brought 
I about in virtue of that power and efficacy 


with which the Gop of nature originally 

endowed them, and which they retain, not 

by any power inherent in themſelves, but 

by 'his conſtant energy and all-ſuſtaining 

influences ; and, therefore, whatever is thus 

effected muſt be ultimately reſolved into his 

conſtitution and providential government. 

»Tis true, we know not the manner in 

which the Omnipreſent Spirit influences 

the minds of intelligent creatures, or over- 

rules their actions to the accompliſhing 

. fuch or fuch purpoſes ; but our ignorance 
is no proof that he does not do ſo : nay, 
C the 
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the- affirmative muſt be admitted, unleſs 
we will exclude him altogether from the 
government of the univerſe ; which is, in 


fact, denying his exiſtence. 


. Give me leave to ſubjoin a reflection or 
two from what has been advanced. 


1.) Ir peace, with all its bleſſings, is to 
be aſcribed to Gon's providence, tis eaſy 
to ſee where our gratitude and thankful- 


neſs ſhould ultimately terminate. No 


doubt, we are greatly indebted: to thoſe 
who employed their heads and hands, who 
faced dangers and death, in order to repel 
the encroachments of avarice and ambition, 
and to ſecure to us, and tranſmit to poſterity, 
our juſt rights and liberties. Ever revered 
be the memory of his late SacRED MA- 
JESTY ! who, with inflexible integrity, 
paternal affection, and princely fortitude, 
aſſerted his own, and his ſubjects' rights, 
when inſalently invaded by a neighbouring 
Monarch; and, tho' far advanced in life, 
choſe rather to undergo the fatigues and 
perplexities, with which an open war muſk 

un- 
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unavoidably be accompanied, than ſuffer 
the dignity of his crown to be -inſulted, 
tamely permit depredations upon any part 
of his dominions, or leave thoſe countries, 
of which he had long been the head and 
father, in a diſconcerted abject ſtate. Moſt 
highly honoured be his Ro Y AL/OGRAN D- 
| so, who ſucceeded him with as much 
joy as was confiſtent with the concern a 
© grateful people felt upon being deprived of 
Ja King whom they had, for many years, 
held in the higheſt eſteem ; and whoſe 
reign has been rendered as illuſtrious by 
brave atchievements as the time could well 
admit of; and is now rendered eminently 
ſo by the reſtoration of peace. Thanks to 
W our noble and honourable ſenators, for that 
unanimity and chearfulneſs with which 
they granted, year after year, ſuch ſupplies 
as the exigences of the times required. 
Thanks to all honeſt patriots who con- 
ſulted our ſafety; and to thoſe intrepid 
commanders, with all under their command, 
ßvho have ſpread the fame and terror of the 
Britiſb Arms throughout the known world; 
and gained immortal honor to themſelves 


by 
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by doing the moſt ſignal ſervice to their 
country. Theſe are men whom it hath 
pleaſed Gop to honor; and for us to refuſe 
them proper homage, reſpect, and praiſe, 
would be highly ungrateful and indecent, 
But ſtill we ought to remember that they i 
are but men; and that whatever they 
have atchieved has been in dependence up- 
on Go p's providence, and by his aflit-W 
ance : him, therefore, we ſhould regard 
as the prime efficient cauſe, and the 
ultimate object of our grateful praiſe. 
And if any one ſhould aſk,—* How may 
a thankful temper towards ALMIGHTY 
Go moſt properly expreſs itſelf, upon 
£© occaſions of this nature ? I anſwer; — by 
ſuch acts of homage: and worſhip as we 
have been this day engaged in, by celebra - 
ting his praiſe-in the public aſſembly, and 
exalting him in the midſt of the congre - 
gation ; this is honor which ſhould not be 
given to another, and praiſe which he 
claims and appropriates to himſelf :—by M 
acts of beneficence, cauſing others, by our Wi 
means, to ſhate in that proſperity, on ac- 
count of which we profeſs | ourſelves 10M 

FIR : joy- iſ 
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goyful : to undo heavy burdens and free 
the oppreſſed; to deal bread to the hungry, 
kindly admit the poor into our houſes, 
and cover fuch as are deſtitute of clothing; 
accords as well with a day of feſtivity. and 
thankſgiving, as with a day of faſting and 
humiliation : — and by leading quiet and 
peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty; remembering that Go Þ is not the 
author of confuſion but of peace and order. 
Other expreſſions of gratitude may be in- 
nocent,and prudent too; astending todiffuſe 
a proper ſpirit amongſt the populace : but if 
we would approve ourſelves truly thank+ 
ful unto G 0 p, we mult be found living 
habitually in his fear ; doing juſtice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with him. 


2.) Ir peace be fo great a bleſſing, every 
one of us, in our reſpective ſtations, ſhould 


do what we can to preſerve and promote it. 


Of what advantage will it be to us that 
we are at peace with foreign nations, if our 
own houſes are infeſted with ſtrife and 
diſſention ? What great benefit can thoſe 
towns. or diſtricts derive from pacific ne- 
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gotiations with neighbouring ates, which 
are torn in pieces by inteſtine factions and 
tumults? What can it avail a nation to-be 
in a ſtate of amity with other communi- 
ties, if they are at variance among them- 
ſelyes? 'Tis with pain one dwells upon any 
thing which may damp the general joy: 
but who can help obſerving that there are 
ſome amongſt us who take pleaſure in 
_ diſturbing our peace? Who can hear, with- 
out concern, pa rty- names, which were al- 
moſt buried in oblivion, conjured up, and 
played off with ſo much malignity and vi- 
rulence? Who can read, without diſplea- 
ſure, thoſe ſcurtilous lampoons and ſatyri- 
cal invectives which have of late appeared 
and circulated freely in the kingdom? 
Who can view, without the moſt indignant 
reſentment thoſe indecent and; audacious 
repreſentations, ſtigmatizing characters of 
the firſt rank, impeaching their virtue, and 
expoſing eyen Majeſty itſelf, to contempt 
and ſcorn ? They who are chargeable witli 
ſuch practices as theſe, may: reaſonably be 
interrogated in ſome ſuch manner as this: 
*© Gop has been gracioully pleaſed to grant 
X cc us 
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-us reſt from our enemies, round about ; 
and why will not you ſuffer us to be at 
peace amongſt ourſelves? What aileth 
ye, you abuſive {cribblers, that ye are ſo 
very angry ? Do you really apprehend 
the ſtate is in danger from the admini- 
ſtration ? Point out that dapger by plain 
and poſitive alligations or arguments; 
and do not think to put us off with 
« flirts of wit, ſarcaſtical flouriſhes, or 
a declamatory haran gues, inſtead of theſe ? 
What view have you in thoſe ſatyrical re- 
ffections you have fo liberally caſt upon 
thoſe in power? Is it to guard your 
country-men from being impoſed upon 
and abuſed ? firſt ſhow them what 
e ground there is for apprehending im- 
% poſition and abuſe. Is it to wriggle 
yourſelyes into poſts of 'honor and pro- 
fit ? give ſociety ſome better proof that 
you are qualified for theſe than your 
having a knack at ſcurrility. Do you 
write libels for bread ? then are you the 
moſt abje& and ignominious penſioners ; 
and with the worſt grace imaginable do 
you reproach others with their poverty. 
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« Are you ſtimulated by foreign emiſſaries 
4c to ſow the feeds of diſſention amongſt 
« us? what, then, are you leſs than perfi- 
« dious traitors? Did you not lately join 


« with your fellow- ſubjects in the warm 


« eſt congratulations to our Moſt Gracious 
* Sovereign upon his ſucceeding to the 
« crown, and in the moſt fluent expreſſions 
c of affection and loyalty? how, then, can 
* you, fo ſoon, uſe all your arts to foment 
faction and diſcord? Whence have you 
« the aſſurance to make uſe of names of 
« diſtinction which the laws have aboliſh- 
« ed, and which good policy requires 
<« ſhould be utterly extinguiſhed ? By what 
« kindof arguments do you prove that they 
* who are born in the northern part of our 
« iſland muſt be fools or knaves, or both? 
* Who gave you authority to dictate to 
* his Majeſty whom he ſhould chuſe for 
* his ſervants? By what law are any of his 


e faithful ſubjects excluded the privilege M 
«« of ſtanding in this relation, if approved 
* by him, and capable of doing their duty? 
Will you, under the ſpecious pretence i 
« of patriotiſm, endeayour to unhinge go- 

« yen 
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« yernment, imbroil ſociety, and alienate 
« the affections of Britons from that illuſ- 
« trious family, to which under Go p, 
« they owe every bleſſing they enjoy; and 
« on which their hopes are fixed for the 
« continuance and ſecurity of their happy 
« conſtitution ? If this be your deſign, we 
« wiſh you may, and we hope you will, be 
te defeated in it : and any reſtraint laid up- 
“on your malicious licentiouſneſs ſhall 
* not be deemed the leaſt infringement 
«© upon our liberty.” But, to leave theſe 


incendiaries to the fruits of their own de- 
vices ; as 


* 


3.) BEIN G bleſſed with peace, let us 
guard againſt thoſe temptations to which it 
may particularly expoſe us. Every ſtate, 
or condition, has its trials; and thoſe at- 
tending upon a proſperous one are not few- 
er, nor leſs powerful, than ſuch as accom- 
pany adverſity. As it was our duty, in 
times of trouble and danger, to guard a- 
gainſt, and diſcourage, a timid and deſpon- 
ding ſpirit; fo it is now to be watchful 
that we do not indulge to a ſpirit of ſecuri- 
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ty and ſlumber, indolence and effeminacy, 


and folly, convert this bleſſing into a curſe, 


4 
We may, by our own thoughtleffneſß Ic 
C 
The quarter from which our ſtability ſeems tt 


to be moſt formidably threatned is luxuri- WF ſe 
ous riot and debauchery ; for from hence, 1 
by a natural and neceſſary conſequerice, t. 
proceed diſtreſſed circumſtances, perplexi- Wl u 
ty of mind, ſecret diſcontent, and a liable- Qt 
neſs-to be corrupted ; as alſo puſillanimity 
and irreſolution. If we ſuffer ourſelves to d 


ſink into ſuch a ſtate as this, diſſolution 

and ruin muſt enſue. Britons will act wiſe- 

ly in carefully cheriſhing a love of liberty, ir 

and that heroic magnanimity, for which 

they are ſo juſtly celebrated in ancient hiſ- 

tory, and by which they have ſo eminently 

ſignalized themſelves of late years: for 

experience has ſhown, how little the 

public faith of ſome nations (pardon the 

inſinuation) is to be truſted to. As na- 

tives and inhabitants of this happy ifland, WF + 

let us be ambitious to be called by no other 

appellation than that of Britons ; as a body 

politic, the grateful and unanimous ſubjetts 

of GEORGE THE THIRD 3 and, as a re- 
ligious 
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hgious community, the diſciples and fol- 
lowers of CHRIST; or, in one word, 
CuRISsTIANS. Confidering how great. 
things the Lo R D has done for us, let us 
ſerve him in truth, with all our heart. 
Then may we reaſonably hope for the con- 
tinuance of his favourable providence, that 
upon all our glory there ſhall be a con- 
ſtant defence, and that ages yet unborn 
ſhall rejoice in the happy fruits of the wiſ- 
dom and virtue of their anceſtors. 


Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
inviſible, the only wiſe Gop, be honor and 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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